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DEPARTMENT OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN STUDIES
Leadership
Christopher Tinson, Ph.D. 
     Department Chair

Overview
African American Studies at SLU carries on a tradition of scholarly
engagement that began in the early 20th century. The discipline of
African American Studies comprises critical, systematic engagement
with historical, cultural, political, and social experiences of people of
African descent in the United States.

While our work centers on U.S.-based experiences, we are equally
concerned with the global presence of African descendants. African
American experiences are therefore viewed within an expansive diasporic
context. Importantly, this work requires interrogation of the racial, ethnic,
gender, and class dynamics that enrich African diasporic experience and
scholarship.

Our students, staff, and faculty come from a range of backgrounds,
experiences, and fields of study. Collectively, our mission is to combine
rigorous study, creativity, and research in the production and exchange of
knowledge concerning Africa and its Diaspora.

We aim to foster a community of thinkers, scholars, activists, and artists
whose work enriches understanding of how African Americans and other
African Diasporic communities have mutually shaped the social worlds
they inhabit.

Programs
• African American Studies, B.A. (https://catalog.slu.edu/colleges-

schools/arts-sciences/african-american-studies/african-american-
studies-ba/)

• African American Studies, Minor (https://catalog.slu.edu/colleges-
schools/arts-sciences/african-american-studies/african-american-
studies-minor/)

Faculty
Olubukola Gbadegesin, Ph.D. 
Katrina T. Moore, Ph.D. 
Clarise Thomas, Ph.D. 
Christopher Tinson, Ph.D.
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